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(57) Abstract 



When band-assuring type connection calls and non-band-assuring type connection calls exist in a mixed state, 
a scheduler assigns concerning the band-assuring type connection calls time slots, the number of which corresponds to 
a required band for these calls, out of N pieces of periodically repeated time slots, and a control operation is carried 
out so that ATM calls arc sent out in the assigned time slots. In a time slot which is not assigned to any band- 
assuring type connection call, non-band-assuring type connection calls are sent out in the order of arrival thereof. A 
congested/normal condition monitoring means (121) is provided, and a queue length, which is regarded as an indication 
of the occurrence of a long-term congested condition, in a queuing buffer (1 1 1) is set in advance, and the set queue 
length and an actual queue length are compared with each other in the congested/normal condition monitoring means 
to detect the occurrence of a long-term congested condition. 
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